Family literacy in Africa

BALID with Education Action is organising two conferences on family literacy in Africa over the next seven months. The aim of these conferences is to examine how family literacy programmes can improve primary education and adult literacy cost-effectively.  The first conference will be held in London on November 24 and the second in Kampala from April 21-25 2008.  

The first conference will contain three elements: 

(1) a review of relevant research on family literacy in the UK;

(2) operational details of how a local NGO, in conjunction with the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Social Development and supported by international NGOs and agencies,  can plan and deliver family literacy programmes;  

(3) what assessments of a programme’s value can be made from the resources used and their effects.  

This conference’s three speakers are Professor Greg Brooks, Patrick Kiirya and a representative of DVV International:

Professor Brooks holds a chair of education at the University of Sheffield and since 1992 has been research director of the Sheffield arm of NRDC, the National Research and Development Centre for adult literacy and numeracy.  His research interests include family literacy, the initial teaching of reading and spelling, trends in educational attainment over time and the use of quantitative methods in educational research. Between 1967 and 1972 he taught at Kenyatta College, Nairobi.  

In 1989  Patrick Kiirya founded LABE, the Ugandan Literacy and Basic Education NGO which in 2002 received the Noma literacy prize from Unesco.  Its pioneering work on family literacy in Uganda is widely respected and has been supported from Comic Relief, Education Action International and DFID.  Patrick is also Minister of Finance and Production for the Busoga Kingdom of Uganda, and a frequent speaker at international conferences on literacy. 

DVV stands for the German Adult Education Association (Deutsche Volkshochschul-Verband), founded in 1953.  DVV International is an Institute of DVV, which for 30 years has been cooperating with state, civil society and university partner organizations engaged in adult education in nearly all parts of the world.  It employs about 90 staff, of which 60 are locally recruited staff in project offices.  Its work is funded from grants, mainly from the Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), the Foreign Office (AA) and the European Union (EU).    

There will be four parts to the second conference:

(1) a description and discussion of research results on family literacy in other European, North American and African countries;

(2) operational details from programmes in various African countries;

(3) various approaches to analysing the impact of family literacy programmes in relation to the resources required; 

(4) an opportunity to devise and test a country-wide programme through a 

simulation exercise based on Terra, an imaginary country.  

In addition it will be possible to visit a family literacy project in the field.

It is hoped that the conferences will be of particular use to countries participating in the Unesco LIFE project, that is, countries with less than 50% literacy and/or more than 10 million who cannot read and write easily.  Those who attend are expected to include policy makers on education and social development from African governments, their equivalents in international and bilateral aid agencies, and senior members of national and international NGOs. 

BALID’s website (www.balid.org.uk) carries a selection of papers (in English) from Unesco’s recent publication in German on family literacy in the UK, Germany, Turkey, Malta, Israel and South Africa (Gemeinsam in der Sprache baden, 2007, Stuttgart: Ernst Klett).  Further details will be added over the next two months. 

£70 for the Nov 24 colloquium or £50 if booked by 9 November.
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